
GENERAL  EDUCATION  COMPETENCY  REQUIREMENTS  FOR  
ALL  DEGREES  
Students who graduate from Surry Community College's Associate Degree programs should 
demonstrate competence in the general education skills described here. These requirements apply to 
Associate in Arts, Associate in Science, Associate in General Education, and Associate in Applied Science 
degree recipients. 
	  

1.  Critical Thinking: SCC graduates will able to think about their thinking in order to improve it. 
They will be able to (1) analyze thought (their own and that of others) by identifying, examining, 
and employing the essential elements of reasoning; (2) assess thought by applying intellectual 
standards; and (3) think ethically and fairly by cultivating intellectual traits. They will demonstrate 
thinking that is clear, accurate, precise, relevant, logical, deep, broad, and fair, while analyzing, 
synthesizing, and evaluating. 

	  

	  
2.  Writing: SCC graduates will be able to produce writing that is clear, precise, organized, incisive, 

and correct (according to the guidelines of Standard Written English) for a variety of purposes and 
audiences. 

	  

	  
3.  Speaking: SCC graduates will be able to speak in a manner that is clear, precise, coherent, 

perceptive, audience-aware, and correct (according to the guidelines of Standard English) in both 
small and large group settings. 

	  

	  
4.  Reading: SCC graduates will be able to read actively and analytically at the college level and 

should be able to synthesize and apply information across disciplines. 
	  

	  
5.  Information Literacy: SCC graduates will be able to recognize when information is needed and 

have the ability to locate, evaluate, and use effectively the needed information. 
	  

	  
6.  Technology Skills: SCC graduates will be able to use technology effectively as a tool for research, 

problem solving, communication, and career enrichment. 
	  

	  
7.  Quantitative Literacy: SCC graduates will be able to apply college-level mathematical concepts 

and methods to understand, analyze, and communicate in quantitative terms. 
	  


